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WENTWORTH PARISH COUNCIL- Annual General Meeting 

Minutes of a Meeting of Wentworth Parish Council which was held at The Wentworth 
Pavilion at 6.30pm on Monday 18th May 2026 

 
PC/019/26            Election of Chairman      

 Cllr Mr B.McNamara was elected as Chairman of Wentworth Parish Council 
 Proposed : Cllr Mrs C. Shaw      Seconded :  Cllr Mr P.Martin 
 

PC/020/26             Election of Vice Chairman 
Cllr Mr S. Peace was elected as Vice- Chairman of Wentworth Parish Council 
Proposed : Cllr Mrs C. Shaw    Seconded : Cllr Mr P. Martin 
 

PC/021/26 Members present. 
Councillor Mr B. McNamara (Chairman) 
Councillor Mr S. Peace (Deputy Chairman) 
Councillors  Mr T. Hill, Mr J. Knight, Mrs V Sykes, Mrs C Shaw, Mrs J. Annetts,  
Mr P. Martin, Mr D. Booth. Also attending Jane Hutchings (JH), acting financial officer 
and Sharon Peace (SP), minute taker. 
 

PC/022/26 Disclosures of Interest & Dispensations To receive declarations of interest in respect of 
items on this agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and the relevant 
Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 from Members or Officers 
and to consider any dispensation requests received by the Clerk under the Localism Act 
2011 s33. 
Cllr McNamara had a declaration of interest for section PC/029/26 item E Chairs allowance 
from the agenda. He left the meeting during this discussion. 

 
PC/023/26 Absence. 

Cllr R Brent 
a) To receive apologies for absence. 
Mr R Brent 
b) To consider the reasons for absence given by Councillors. 
Reasons considered and accepted. 

 
PC/024/26 Public Participation. 

Mrs V Sykes raised a request from a Kirby Lane resident to install a bench on the 
Timberland Trail. Several issues were discussed. Cllr McNamara advised that he would 
check if the Fitzwilliam Estate were happy with the proposal, and asked Mrs Sykes to ask 
if the resident would be prepared to contribute to costs. 
 
Mrs V Sykes raised the issue of damage to Kirby Lane. She had contacted RMBC who had 
filled the potholes with tarmac which would not last. Cllr Peace agreed to raise her 
concerns with RMBC. 
 
Cllr Annetts advised that there had been a request about hosting a football team on the 
village field, and there had been a discussion regarding appropriate use of the field. The 
PC agreed that residents should be free to use the field but that organised teams or 
contests would not be permitted.  
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PC/025/26 To receive and consider matters raised for and by RMBC. 

Cllr McNamara contacted RMBC to establish who installed the remembrance poppies in 
the Village. RMBC agreed to check if an MOU had been raised to install them, which 
would enable them to identify the person . 
 
Cllr McNamara reported he would collate the responses he had received regarding the 
Boundary Consultation and submit them as a single reply from the PC. PC members 
raised the need for clarity regarding the recommendations as soon as possible. 
 

PC/026/26 To receive and consider matters raised for and by Fitzwilliam Estate. 
Cllr McNamara confirmed a request had been submitted to the Fitzwilliam Estate to 
remove two shrubs near the Pavilion to improve security. This has been agreed, subject 
to the work being done outside the nesting season.  
Cllr McNamara repeated that he would ask the Estate for their view on the proposed 
bench on the Timberland Trail.   
 

PC/027/26 Minutes of previous meetings 
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record, no alterations 
required. 
Proposed : Cllr J.Knight  Seconded : Cllr S.Peace 
 

PC/028/26  Matters arising from previous minutes 
The action point log was reviewed by all and updated. Key issues were : 
PC/202/25, PC/208/25 – SP to send an email to Cllr Brent requested an update on these. 
PC/205/25, PC 208/25 – PC agreed that the vulnerable adults safeguarding is not 
mandatory 
PC/205/25 – Cllr Booth to draft backdated CDM letter 
PC/230/25 – Confirmed there would be no PC funding available for this, Cllr Knight to 
progress the licence  and making existing posts safe. 
PC/225/25, PC/231/25, Cllr Annetts to review the playground when the weather 
improves 
PC/013/26 PC confirmed Cllr McNamara could source and purchase a cleaning cupboard 
at the pavilion at Wentworth (£100 price mark) 
PC/014/26 - £320+ vat quote obtained for the re painting of the beacon. Cllr McNamara 
will obtain further quotes. 
 

PC/029/26 Financial Matters  
Payments for May 2026  
Clerk                  BACS   £ 80.00 Salary  
RFO                    BACS   £ 360.00 Salary  
Everflow            BACS   £ 31.94 Water charges Wentworth  
J Torry                SO       £ 35.00 Window cleaning  
EON                    DD      £ 29.60 Electricity charges-Harley  
EDF                     DD      £ 81.62 Electricity charges-Wentworth 
AWS                    SO      £ 993.63 Grounds Maintenance  
Wentworth        
ChariƟes             BACS  £ 570.06 Replacement of stale cheque  
Cllr McNamara  BACS  £ 86.97 Ink cartridges  
Cllr Peace           DD      £ 41.12 Ink cartridges  
C Smith               BACS   £ 125.00 Internal audit  
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Arthur J  Gallagher  BACS £ 4,491.59 Insurance renewal  
 
Receipts in the month  
HMRC       £ 11,741.00 VAT refund 
B Brown   £ 15.00 Harley Hires  
Business  £ 416.00 credit refund expected before month end  
Stream 
JH also reported that membership of Scribe and YCLA had now been cancelled. 
RESOLVED that the Council approved payments to be processed 
 
The PC unanimously agreed an increase in the Chairs allowance to £600 and asked that 
the minutes record their thanks for the huge amount of work he had undertaken, 
especially since the previous clerk had left.  
 

PC/030/26 Planning applications 
Cllr McNamara reported that the cricket club had asked if two sheds could be installed on 
the out=field. Cllr Booth agreed to contact Cllr John Williams to see if he could confirm if 
planning permission was required for these.  
 

PC/031/26 Correspondence and emails received 
The email from Claire James re Harley pavilion was discussed and the PC agreed that no 
further action is required. 
 

PC/032/26 Parish Councillors Areas of responsibilities and Parish Council Plan 
Cllr Peace reported that not all the PC found the current plan in its Excel format user 
friendly. In future, the plan would be updated once a year to capture forthcoming actions, 
and the immediate milestones will be incorporated into the action point log for ease of 
reporting. 
 

PC/033/26 Additional items authorised by the Chairperson 
Cllr McNamara reported on the review of Governance documents : standing orders, 
financial regulations and policies. 32 policies required approval : 
Approval was proposed by Cllr T Hill and seconded by Cllr C Shaw.  
 
Cllr McNamara advised he would now post the policies on the website. Cllr Hill asked for 
the Cllrs gov.uk email addresses to be included on the website, and Cllr Knight asked that 
his name be spelt correctly.  
 

PC/034/26  To start discussions on new issues (council members only) No decisions can be passed 
during this item 
Benches : 
Cllr McNamara reported that the WVCA have donated a bench to the PC for the sports 
field. Cllr Booth advised that the Estate do not approve of concrete bases for benches. He 
proposed installing concrete pads which the benches could be fixed onto instead. Cllr 
McNamara stated that he would raise the proposal with the Estate when he met with 
them. 
 
Cllr Booth agreed to provide a list of bench locations and talk to Cllrs Martin and Hill who 
would be taking over this responsibility. Cllr McNamara advised that there was a policy 
regarding benches which still needed to be approved, he would share this with Cllrs 
Martin and Hill. 
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Cllr McNamara asked JH to forward the bench licences to SP who would write to the 
bench holders to reconfirm terms and conditions. 
 
Pavilion Cleaning : 
Cllr McNamara reported that the Cricket Club had failed to clean the pavilion on two 
occasions after use. He has spoken to Jack Pearson, T&WCC who has made a 
commitment to ensure cleaning is completed in future. Cllr Annetts volunteered to draft 
a letter emphasising the potential breach of agreement, and a check list for actions to be 
taken by hirers. Cllr will approve and issue these.  
 
Harley parking issue  : 
Cllr Knight has received complaints that the house next to the RMBC car park are parking 
a caravan on their drive in which the caravan hitch obstructs the pavement. Cllr Knight 
agreed to raise this issue at the next surgery. SP offered to report the issue online to 
RMBC highways team – Cllr Knight will provide the details.  
 

PC/035/26 To note diary dates.  
a) 6th June Balloon Festival -Wentworth Woodhouse  
b) 13th June Wentworth Church Garden Party 
c) 5th July Wentworth Village Day  
d) 12th Jul Harley Gala   
e) 20th July  PC Meeting: 6.30pm (Wentworth Pavilion) 
f) 31st Oct Halloween (Mission)   
g) 7th Nov Bonfire Night - Harley 
h) 6th Dec Xmas Lights (Circle) - Harley 

  
PC/036/26 To receive an update concerning the appointment of a Clerk for Wentworth Parish 

Council. 
Cllr McNamara had contacted the clerk at Brampton who has said they can’t take on 
anymore but are willing to assist. He advised that he had redrafted the job advert to 
make it less stringent and would re-advertise soon.    
 

PC/037/26 Date and time of the next meeting- 15th June 6.30pm (Wentworth Pavilion) 
 
 

 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.55pm 
 
Signed as a True Record B J McNamara  CMIOSH MIIRSM  
 
Cllr B. McNamara, Chair of Wentworth Parish Council 
 


