
WHAT EXEMPT AUTHORITIES NEED TO DO TO ADVERTISE THE PERIOD DURING WHICH
ELEGTORS AND INTERESTED PERSONS MAY EXERCISE RIGHTS RELATING TO THE
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

The Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Requlations 2015 require
that:
1) The statement of accounts prepared by the authority (i.e. the Annual Governance &

Accountability Return (AGAR) Form 2), the accounting records for the financial year to which
the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and otherdocuments
relating to those records must be made availabb for inspection by any person interested,
during a period of 30 working days set by the smaller authority and including the first 10 working
days of July.

2) The period referred to in paragraph (1) starts with the day on which the period for the exercise
of public rights is treated as having been commenced i.e. the day following the day on which
all of the obligations in paragraph (3) below have been fulfilled.

3) The responsible frnancial officer for an exempt authority must, on behalf of that authority, publish
(which must include publication on the authority's website):

a) the Accounting Statements (i.e. Section 2 of the AGAR Form 2), accompanied by:

i) a declaration, signed by that officer to the effect that the statement of accounts will not
be audited on account of that authority's self-certified status as exempt, unless either
a request for an opportunity to question the auditor about the authority's accounting
records under section 26(2) or an objection under section 27(1) of the Act, results in
the involvement of the local auditor;

ii) the Annual Governance Statement (i.e. Section 1 of the AGAR Form 2); and

iii) the Certificate of Exemption (i.e. Page 3 of the AGAR Form 2); and

b) a statement that sets out-
i) the period for the exercise of public rights;

ii) details of the manner in which notice should be given of an intention to inspect the
accounting records and other documents;

iii) the name and address of the local auditor;

iv) the provisions contained in section 25 (inspection of statements of accounts etc),
section 26 (inspection of documents etc) and section 27 (right to make objections at
audit) of the Act, as they have effect in relation to the authority in question;

HOW DO YOU DO IT?

You will meet statutory requirements if you fully and accurately complete the notice of public rights
pro forma in this document; and publish (including publication on the smaller authority's
website) the following documents, the day before the public rights period commences:

a) the approved Sections 1 and2 of Form 2 of the AGAR; and

b) the completed Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Annual Governance &
Accountability Return (Exempt Authority). Please note that we have pre-completed it with
the following suggested dates: Monday 3 June - Friday 12 July 2A24. Ohe latest possible
dates that comply with the statutory requirements are Monday 1 July - Friday 9 August
2024); and

c) the notes which accompany the Notice (Local authority accounts: a summary of your
rights).



smarrerauthority name: 

-WENTWORTH 

PARISH GOUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORTTY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25,26 and 27
The Accounts an<l Auclit 2015 (St 2015t234

NOTICE NOTES

't. Date of announcement_30s June 2024Ja)

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Govemance and
Assountability Retum (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor's review.
Any penson interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contmcE, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those rccords must be made available for inspection by any penson interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2024, these documenb will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:

(b) J Hutchings clerk _Wentworth Parish Coundl_
PO Box 515 Barnsley S733AB wentworthclerk@aol.com

commencing on (c) _Monday {$ July 2024

and ending on (d) _Friday 9th August 2024

3. Local government electons and their reprcsentatives also have:

o The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

r The right to make an objection which concems a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of amount is unlawful. Wriften notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contac{ed at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under tfie Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appoinbd
auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBATeam)
15 Westferry Circus
Canary Wharf
London E14 4HD
(sbq@pkEl€am)

5. This announcement is made by (e) J Hutchings

(a) Insert date of plaoing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) lnsert name, position and
addressftelephone number/ email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to vrhich any percon may
apply to insped the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at teast 1

day after th6 date-of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
woking days of July.

(e) lnsert name and position of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authoritv



LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Ptease note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and 'other' smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also coverthe duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authoritles. As an interested person you can inspect accounting recsrds and related
documents. lf you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local

electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the flnancial year to which the audit relates and all

books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You

can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, Or

relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if itwas released to

the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should

nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have flnished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,

they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'peiiod for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may

irave to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection

during which all smaller authorities' accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-'12 July
21241or 2023t24 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you mn communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
iecords and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should firct ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.

However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better ansvrrered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditofs remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is bome by the local
taxpaybr). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that ters you the. accounting records are avairabre to inspect w*r arso give the

period for the exercisJ;fififi; iignt" ouring whicir you m3y ?sk 
the auditor questions' which here

means formally asking questions under the dct' You can ask someone to represent you when asking

the external auditor questions'

Beforeyouasktheexternalauditoranyquestions,inspecttheaccountingrecordsfully,soyouknow
what they contain. preaseiememner thai Vi, *th"t6rmally.ask questions' under the Act' after the

end of the period tor tlnlexerciie of pubtic'6hi; v& ;ay air youi smaller authority other questions

about their accounts for any year, at any timel eut these aie not questions under the Ac1

you can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial

year being audited. io*"*r:Voui right t" ,sk th;;xtemat auditor questiois is limited' The external

auditor can only answei-'wnai queJtionl, noi wrry' questions' The external auditor cannot answer

questions aoout poricLi, m"noi, pr""orro oiaiytnrng erse unress it is direc*y rerevant to an item

in the accounting recoiJi. nememObr tfrat yoli qu""{lont-rust always be about facts' not opinions' To

avoid misunoerstanfini, *" ***rend tliat you always put your questions in writing'

The right to make obiections at audit

you have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smafler authority. Now you

may wish to object to ine accounis on tne oa"is inrt 
"n 

it", in them is in your view unlawful or there

are matters of wider concem arising rrom tne-smarier authority's finances. A rocar government elector

can ask the extemat auditor to apply to th; iigfi C"rtt for i declaration that an item of account is

unrawfur, or to issue a report on matters w-nich"are in tne puntic interest. You must tell the extemal

auditor which specitil iteniin the accounts v",ioorli'tt" ano,wny you think the item-is unlawful' or why

you think tnat a puuiic'iiit"i"rt ,"port shouiJ 6e riaoe about it. vbu must provide the external auditor

with the evidence you have to support vo* orj""tion. Disagreeing with incom-e. or spending does not

make it unta*ut. To object to the accouril ;;ir;;;i,l,rii;i? theixternal auditor stating you want to

make an objection, inc[uding the info.rmaiilfi anO evidence below and you must send a copy to the

t*ilf"r. authority. The notice must include:

o confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;

rwh}youareobjectingtotheaccountsandthefactsonwhichyourely;
o details of 

"nv 
itlrn in-tn" 

""rounts 
that you think is unlalvful; and

r details of any matter about which you ttrinr the external auditor should make a public interest

rePort.

otherthanitmustbeinwriting,thereisnosetformatforobjecting.Youcanonlyasktheexternalauditor
io-u"t *inin the powers available under the

A final word

Youmaynotusethis.righttoobject,tomakeapersonal.complaintorclaimagainstyoursmaller
authority. vou snouiJtaxE sucrr c6*prri-nt io v*riocat citizens;Advice Bureau, rocar Law centre or

to your solicitor. S,i"rr"irrinorities, ind so loial taxpayers' meet the costs of dealing with questions

and objections. rn i;ioi"g-;h"tho to. tal;lour oqi"c1ici.1' fonnnrd, one of a series of factors the auditor

must take into account is fhe cost tnrt *iiiri" invotveo, they witr onry continue-with the objection if it is

in the pubric interesi to do so. trey may arso decide not to consioei an objection if they think that it is

frivorous or vexatious, or if it repeats 
"n 

onj;ion ,rr""ov considered. If you 
-appear 

to the courts against

an auditor,s decision not to appry to tre cdurts toia aectaration that an item of account is unravuful, you

*itt f,rr" to pay for the action yourself'

lf you wish to contact your..authority'" ?q!:litl
exiernal auditor please write to the address tn

""i"or"pn 
4 of tire Nofibe of Public Rights and

Tiii"iiii, of tJnaudited Annuat Governance &

AccountabilitY Retum.

For more detailed guidance on publicrights-and

the special poweri of auditors, copies of the

oublicationr-'-' 
are available from the NAO website'



The status of the following accounting statement is unaudited

The accounting statements as published may be subject to change



Section 2 - Accounting Statemenb 2A23124 tor

I certiff that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for SmallerAuthorities - a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

The sum af all cutent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

o agnee

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

The value of all the propefi the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assels and long term investmenfs as af
31 March.

10. Total borrowings
,rs

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum 2423n4 Form 3
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*

Page 5 of 6



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023124

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for

the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, thal:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

approval was given:

Chair
and recorded as minute reference:

6Etr loL l=+ Clerk

1. We have put in place anangements for efiective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Acaunts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and conuption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper anangements and accepted responsibilry
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential

#:
has only dane what it has the legal pawer to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

llvlr,@rtlPtrqrlw wlut rcwar Icgurauullo qllw r lwPs.

Practices that could have a significant financial efiect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances,

4, We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. ",*',,

during the year gave all persons interested the oppottunw to
inspect and ask guesfions abouf this authority's accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing ihis
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
ilcke innLrdinn +ha ihtm.fir.'lian nf intamal rnnlrnlq and/nr =:4j='1:;,ll:',11:;1:'.::

.:'
considered and dacumented the financial and othernsks if
faces and dealt with them properly.

external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

..,,.'....1i

ananged for a competent person, independent of the financial
@ntrols and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the needs of this smaller aulhority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matteB raised
in reports from internal and extemal audit.

responded to matters brought to its attention by intemal and
extemal audrt.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occuning either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed everything it should have abaut its business activw
duing the year including events takng place afier the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitabte. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fu nd(s/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, ff is a sole managing trustee af a local
kust or t,usts.

Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum 2A2A24 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*

Page 4 of 6



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2023124

WENTWORTH PARISH VOUNCIL

WWW.WE NTWORTH PARIS HCOU NC I L.ORG'U K

During the flnancial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the

basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and

controts in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority'

The internal audit for 2023t24 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned c.o.veEge

On the basis of tne nnaints in ttre areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table' Set

out below are the objectiv"es of internal control and alongside are_ the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all

,G"iniint ,"spects, ihe control objectives were being aihieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate

to meet the needs of this authority'

A Annrnnriaic annorrntino records have been properly kept throughout the financial year {
B. Thi.--rth*ity complied w'tf, its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately
{

riskstoachievingitsobjectivesandreviewedtheadequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

{
D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against

the budoet was reqularlY monitored; and reserves were appropriate'
{

E. E-p""t"d ,""r" *rs trtty received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

hanked: and VAT t,v65 spplgpriatelY accounted for.

n p"tty cash payment" *"r" prop.tly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved

and VAT appropriately accounted for.
{

O. S"t"ri"a to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's

approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied
{

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained' {
I porinrtic hank accolrnl reconciliatiOnS Were prOperly Carried OUt dUring the year {
J. @redduringtheyearwerepreparedonthecorrec1accountingbasis(receipts

and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit

trail irom undeflying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded'
/

fC ft tn" 
"rtf1ority 

certifieJ itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2022123. it met the

exemption criieria and correctly declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a limited assurance

review of its 2O2A% AGAR tick "not covered")

{

informattononawebsiteA,vebpageuptodateatthetimeofthe
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation'

,/

@thisAGAR,theauthoritycorrectlyprovidedforaperiodfortheexerciseof
fuutic ?ignts as requireJ by the Accounts and Audit Regutations (during the 2023-24 AGAR period'

i*n" pioti, righfs in reiatiitn to the 2022-23 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or

authonty approved minutes confirmi

{

u. rn" authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2022123 AGAR

(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance
/

O. (For local councils onlY)
irust funds (including charitable) - Th" 

"oun.il 
rn"t itt t"up

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken

1:- 15 I x+ 'L'" 15 | 
.ti1

Date .2s €iz+
*lf the response is ,Ro,'please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control

il;;di;d; iepaiatd sheets if needed).
**Note: [f the response is 'not covered' pleqsg state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is

next planned; or, it coveragJl"-"ot r"q,ir"a, tr" innurfintlrnrf auJit report must exptain why not (add separate sheets if needed)'

Name of person who carried out the internal audil

C AUSTIN

Signature of person who
carried outthe internal audit

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023124 Form 3

Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities
Page 3 of 6


